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AGAINST THE 


Fear of D EATH. 
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And deliver them who 
through fear of Death were - 
all their Life-time ſubject to 
Bondage. 
ND fure there are 
none that have 
more need of a 


are with more Dif- 


8 EEn's. than the hs. - 
ſons of this Character and 
Condition. For as of all the 


"M$ -- Evils 


— — — — 
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Evils incident to Human Life 


there is none greater than the 


Fear of Death {for even Death 


it ſelf may not be compared 
with it) ſo alſo there is none 
more Natural and Neceſſary, 
and Conſequently more diffi- 
cult to be either prevented or 


removed. The Fear of Death 


is juſt as Natural as the Love 


of Life, and nothing leſs than 
Death ir ſelf can wholly ſilence 
either of theſe Paſſions. That 


indeed is ſo intire and fo 
| thorougha Divorce, that it not 

only diſunites the Soul from 
the Body, but from the Love 
of it too; and 
cuts off all the Ties that faſten 
us to the Cor ] and Senfi- 
ble World, which we cannot 


be perfectly looſen'd from as 
long as we are united to our 


own Bodies: But there 1s no- 


thing 


by that at once 


-\ 


wwe 
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thing elſe that I know of that 


has Power enough to make 
us wholly out of love with 


Life, and conſequently utterly 
to rid us of the Fear of Death. 


Not to Fear Death therefore 


at all, a Man had need aQual- 
ly Die, or be Dead, for ſo 
long as he Lives, ſo long as 
he is united to his Body, and 


by that to a ſenſible World, 


which by the General Order 


of Nature gratifies and enter- 


tains all thoſe Powers of Sen- 
ſation which are at preſent 
awaken'd in him, and ſo gives 
ſome Reſt and Repoſe to his 


Natural Deſire of Happineſs, 
fo long he muſt _ fear 


Death, if *rwere upon no other 
account than as tis a diſſolu- 
tion of Life, and of that Na- 
tural Sweetneſs and Pleaſure 
that attends it. So that che 
A 3 Fear 
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Fear of Death ſeems to be like 
ſome of thoſe inveterate Clea- 
ving Diſeaſes that are fo lodg*d 


and radicated in the Blood 
and Spirits, ſo incorporated as 


it were into the very Habit 
and Conſtitution of the Body, 
that they cannot be put off 
but when that is, and are 


Curable only by Death, the 


Untver/al Remedy. 
Ir lies indeed very hard 


upon Man, and *tis what ren- | 


ders his Condition in this 
World very pitiable, that an 
evil which is ſo great in it ſelf 
(as the Fear of Death is) ſnould 
withal be ſo difficult to be re- 
moved. That that which be- 
clouds the Light of his Mind, 


and is of it ſelf enough to diſ— 


reliſh the whole Comfort of 
his Life, ſhould be ſo cloſe an 
Attendant 


him as himſelf. But thus it is, 


the Fear of Death. 7 
Attendant to both, and that 
what makes a Man to burthen- 
ſom and uneaſy to himſelf, 
ſhould be as inſeparable from I 


and the fame may be ſaid in 
proportion concerning the o- 
ther Inſtances of his Miſery as 
well as this. The leſſer Evils 
of Human Life have many 
and cheap Remedies, and are 
cur'd as eaſily as. they might 
be born, while in the mean 
time thoſe which are leſs Sup- 
portable are (to complete. the 
Miſery of Life, and if poſſi- 
ble, to wean us from it) at the 
ſame time leſs Curable. But 
as there is no Temporal Evil 
leſs ſupportable, when in Ex- 
tremity, than the Fear of 
Death, ſo there is none leſs 
Curable than that. 


A 4 Tas 


— — — Y — — --  - 


a — 


 'B JA Remedy againſt 


Taz Greatneſs of this Evil, 
* .and the Difficulty of its Cure 
have made Life a very = 
Miſery to ſome Men, a 
iy a very Mirxt, ane, 
«Queſtionable Bleſſing to al, 
# ogether have drawn - 
:down Pity and Compaſſion 
from Heaven, and made it an 
Undertaking worthy of the 
Son of God to ur he 
Mortals in ſome Meaſure from 
an Evil which they are ſo little 
able to bear, and leſs able to 
remove, that fo the Burthen 
| if not abſolutely taken off, 
| might yet be ſomewhat light- 
| ned, and better proportion'd 
to the Shoulders that were to 
| ftand under it, and that as far 
as was poſſible this bitter Cup 
| might paſs from us. By the 
| way we may gueſs at the Ma- 
| lignity of the Diſeaſe from the 
_Nableneſs 


4 
. 
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the Fear Deatb. 5 
Too Noble indeed for a Crea- 
ture, if one of leſs value would 
have ſerved the turn. But 
ſuch was the Stubbornneſs of 
the Fatal Evil that it would 
yield to no leſs Sovereign ap- 
plication, and ſuch the Good- 
$ neſs and Mercy of God that 

he thought it not too Good, 
but would rather his own Son 
ſhould once taſte of Death, 
than that Man ſhould always 
live under a conſtant dread - 
and fearful expectation of it. 
For it ſeems it was one part of 
the wonderful undertaking of 
Chriſt to deliver Men from 
the Fear of Death as well as 
from the Evil Conſequences of 
it, as we may here learn from 
the Apoſtle, who ſpeaking of 
this undertaking of Chriſt, 
tells us, That foraſmuch as the 

| A5 Children 
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. Children are Partakers of Fleſþ 
and Bloed, be alſo himſelf like- 
wiſe took part of the ſame. And 
that to a double End or Pur- 
pole. 1. That through Death 
be might deſtroy him that had 
- ihe Power of Death, that is, 


* the Devil Which denotes 


more immediately our Deli- 
verance from the evil Conſe- 
quences of Death. And 2. (as 


in the Words of the Text) That 


be might deliver them who thro? 
Fear of Death were all their life- 
time Subject to Bondage. Where- 
in is expreſs'd our deliverance 

from the Fear of Death, which 
is here made a part of our Sa- 


| + viour's undertaking for Man- 


kind, and particularly men- 


tion'd as one of the powerful 1 
Motives that drew him down 


from Heaven to take upon him 
our Nature, and to ſuffer mw 


„ . 


| 


the Fear of Death. ir 
Wx have here the Fear of 
Death, the Bondage to which 
this Fear Subjects Men, and 
the Deliverance from this Fear 
and from this Bondage. 
And deliver them who through 
Fear of Death were all their 
life-time Subject to Bondage. So 
that the Words do upon the 
firſt View point out to us theſe 
Three Subjects of Diſcourſe. |} 


FIRST, The Fear of Death. | 

SeEconDLY, The ſad effett 
of this Fear where it is 
predominant. 

TrinpLy, The Remedy of 
_ Both, 


FissrT, Of the Fear of Death. 
This in General is either Na- 
tural or Rational. By the Na- 
tural Fear of Death, I mean | 
that which prevents all __ | 


| 


| 


| +3 without, but refulting wholly 


CS 
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ſon and Diſcourſe about it, as 
not depending upon any thing 


from the inward Frame and 


Conſtitution of our Natural 


Being. By the Rational Fear 


of Death I here underſtand 
| , that to which we are not 


determin'd by any Natural 
Prevention or Inſtinct, but 
; which is purely grounded upon | 
| 1 ; by that Meaning, 
ot preciſely right or ſolid 


EEE hor off os any ſuch 


© 
SEX... 
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Moti ves or Arguments as our 
Reaſon ſhall offer and preſent 
to us indifferently, whether 
they are Solid or Not. 


Wuicn Fear of Death 
however it may be often found 
to be Irrational upon 
account 5 — eſtimation of 
1 things, there being not per- 


* 


a true 


| F Rational, as *tis © 


gument, but mere Nature for 


the Rear of Deat b. 13 


haps ſufficient Ground for it, - 
may yet be very properly 


call'd a Rational Fear in the 


Senſe that I now uſe the word 


ppoſed to 
that Natural Fear of Death 


which has no Reaſon or Ar- il 


its Foundation. I ſhall diſ- | 
courſe of theſe two Fears 


i. TyHERs is a Natural 
Fear of Death in Men, which 
is not an Original but a deri- 
vative Paſfion, refulting from 
the Natural Love of Life. | 
We naturally fear Death be- 

cauſe we naturally love Life. |} 


So that this Paſſion is only | 
a Conſequence of the other, or | |if 


= 4 A Remedy againſt 


Ir it be demanded why 
there 'is ſuch a Paſſion as the 


Fear of Death, or rather as 
the Love of Life in our Na- 


tures, I anſwer for many wiſe 
Ends and important Reaſons, 


theſe two eſpecially. 


1. Tur Man might per- 


ſevere to Live. 


2. Tur he might Live 


in Society. 


— 
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1. THAT he m e- 
vere to Live, _ . 
continue in his 
and abide in the Station where - 
in God had plac'd him, and 
not upon the Account of any 
Trouble or Pain (whereof he 

is like to have no want as long 


quit 


preſent State, 


l 


as he lives here ) ds 3 1 


the Fear of Death. 153 
quit his Poſt, till God ſhould 
be pleaſed to diſcharge him. 
And not only ſo, but that he 
| ſhould views War to take care 

of his Life, and avoid all fuch 
Things or Actions as might 
ſhorten or deſtroy it, and uſe 
all ſuch Means as are neceſfary 
to preſerve and prolong it, 
which he would either Forget 
or Neglect, or Studiouſly O- 
mit to do were it not for that 
Pleaſure and Sweetneſs, which 
is annex'd to Life. Which 
is almoſt all the Pleaſure that 
ſome Men have, who by the 
Iniquity of their Circumſtances 
may be ſo far ſtript of the Par- 
ticular Enjoyments and Com- 
forts of Life, as to have little 


more left them than the hare 


Natural Pleafure and Sweet- 
neſs of Life in General, were 
it — © 
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be Nothing in the World to 


ance in it. 


2. Tuar he might live in 
| Society. As Man is not a 


ingage their further Continu- 4 


Creature fit to live out of So- : 


ciety, ſo were it not for the 
Fear of Death he would not be 
| fit to live in it. For though. | 
* 222 ought to . 
govern'd by Reaſon, yet | 
in the Poſture that Human 
Nature now ſtands, Reaſon 
alone is too weak a Principle 
to keep a World of Men in 
Order, whoſe Corrupt and Ir- 
regular Paſſions would upon 
all Occaſions tranſport them 
into great Violences one againſt 
another if 
elſe but mere Reaſon to re- 
ſtrain them. Paſſion there - 


| fore that is not to „ 14 


they had — + 


the Fear of Death. 17 


by Reaſon, muſt be govern'd 
by it Self ; that is, One Paſ- 
ſion muſt be ſet to Confront 


And fince Rational Creatures 


will not be order'd in a Rati- 
| onal way, and keep within 
the limits of their Duty upon 


the Conſideration of Right and 


| Equity, Force muſt be made 
. | uſe of as a Suppletory to the 


defects of Reaſon, and here 
comes in the Neceſſity of Ci- 
vil Government. But now if 
Men did not Naturally dread 
and ſtand in Fear of Death, 
the Government would have 


| no ſufficient hold upon them, | 
or Aſcendant over them. But 
| by the help of this Paſſion they | 
| are kept in Awe, and fo in 
Order; which therefore ſerves | 
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procure the end of a Sociable 
Life. | 

I pafs now Secondly from 
the Natural to the Rational 
Fear of Death. This I ſhall 
Conſider, | 


1. As it generally is. 
2. As in ftri and right 
Reaſon it ought to be. 


1. As it generally is. It is 
generally very great. I may 
ſay extravagant. There is 
nothing ſo much, nor ſo uni- 
verſally fear'd as Death. Men 
fear that who fear nothing 
elſe, and not only the thing it 
ſelf, but even the Name of it 
is terrible, and makes thoſe 


that hear it tremble. Death, © 


there 1s a terror in the very 
Sound, and our Blood and our 

Spirits do asit were retire from 
| it 


| how do the greatelt Kings and 
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it. Nay even that which car- 
ries any Relation to it, or any 
ſenſible repreſentation of ir, I | 
or any way brings it to our 
Mind, the very Picture of it 
is formidable. The hearing 
of a Paſſing-Bell, the Solem- 
nity of a Funeral, the Dreſsof 
the Mourners, nay, even the 
ſight of an empty Coffin that 
has only the Colour of Morta- 
lity, ſtrikes us with Horror. | 
And yet theſe are only ſome of 

the Out- guards that make up 
the Retinue of the King of 
Terrors. How dreadful then 
does he himſelf appear, and 


Emperors, nay, what is more, 
Philofophers and Chriſitans 
tremble before him! 


Sauk Few indeed there are 


(but they are generally 
5 chought- 
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thoughtleſs and unreflecting 
Perſons) who have little more 
than the Natural Fear of Death. 
That indeed they cannot ſhake 
off, but as to any dread that 
ariſes from 2 or 
Rational Apprehenſions, they 
have little or nothing of it, 
but go out of the World al- 


moſt as 1 


are inftances of a rare Con- 
tingency, and I know of no- 
thing but either great Stupi- 
dity, or extraordinary Sanii- 
| &y that can produce ſuch a de- 
gree of indifferency and un- 
concernedneſs. But for the 
generality, Men have too 
much Apprehenſion, and too 
little Innocence, to be thus 
fearleſs and unmoved at the 
Approach of Death. They 
fear it upon rational Views and 


Proſpetts 


the Fear of Death. 21 
Proſpects, as well as by a Na- 


tural Horror, and in. this re- 


ſpect the moſt thoughtful and 


moſt, as being moſt capable 
to ſurvey it in its ſeveral 


| Views and Poſtures, and able 
to draw the moſt lively Images. 


and Repreſentations of it. The 


better the 


the the Fear. Bur 
they that are under the leaſt 


rational Concern for Death. 


(becauſe indeed they think lit- 
tle about it) fear it however 


3 to great degrees, and upon ſe- 


veral accounts. For Death 
has various Faces according as 
the Light 1s wherein we view 


it, and every Aſpect looks 
grim, and excites its proper 
ear in the Hearts of Miſera- 


ble Men. Some fear it as tis 
| - 


active Minds are apt to fear it 


mation here, 
the brighter the Scenes, and 
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| a quitting of the Body, which | 


conſidering the cloſe Union 

that is between Body * Soul, 
magin cannot ne 

— great Pain. Ione 
1 it as tis a leavi 


of * World, which is lov 
and enjoy'd with too. much 


Paſſion to beloſt without Tra- 


ble and Sorrow. Others a 

fear it as a thing that 1 

gers their Being, and — 
them with Annihilation. O- 
thers as an entrance upon a 


new and altogether unexpe- 


rienc'd State and way of Life, 


which muſt be now led in a 


new World, in a new Com- 
pany, and after a new and 
ſtrange Manner. And laſt of 
all Death is fear*d in reſpect 


of thoſe diſmal Conſequences | 


it draws after it upon the 
ad and ill- affected Soul, 


ef 
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is. But Men being every 


the Fear of Death. 23 
＋ it delivers 7.43 * 
7 Judgment of 
Et. nal Damnation. Theſe 
are the ſeveral Views and Pro- 
ſpects of — and the ſeve- 
ral ts upon Which Men 
ground their Fear of it. And ſo 
much to repreſent the Rational 
Fear of Death as generally it 


whit as unreaſonable in their 
Fears as in their Deſires, it 
will be requiſite that we pro- 
ceed to conſider this Rational 
Fear of Death. 


2. As in ftri& and right 
Reaſon it ought to be. Imagi- 
nation has here very much 
Swoln and blown up the Idea 
of Death, and brought in a 
very large and frightful Bill 
of Terrors, — 

Ort 
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fort Reaſon will ſtrike off a 
great part of the Accompt. 


For Firſt, Tis moſt Cer- 
tain that Death ought not in 
. reaſon to: be fear'd upon the 
account of that Pais which is 


vulgarly preſumed to attend. | 


the ſeparation of the. Soul from 
the Body. This Fear is un- 
philoſophical, as being ſound- 
ed upon a falſe dans of the 
Union between Soul and Bo- 
17 8 
magination is apt to Suggeſt) 
— any Contact r 
of one of theſe 
Subſtances wich the Other, as 
Bodies are united together, but 
is only a Mutual Reciproca- 
tion of Action and Paſſion be- 
tween Soul and Body, which 


are then faid- to be United 
when 


Condition of it is ſuch a Cer- 


the Par of Death. 2 5 
| when Certain Motions of the 
8 Thought) of the Mind, and 


when Certain Thoughts of the 
Mind follow Certain 
Motions of the Body. This 


is the Union of Soul and Body 
according to its Formal No- 
tion. The Cauſe of this U- 
nion is no other than the gene- 
ral Law or Will of God. The 


tain Temper or Diſpoſition of 
the Bodily Frame, as ſuppoſe, 
that the Heart be able to ſend 
up animal Spirits to the Brain, 
and that the Brain be able to 
ſend them back again by the: 
Nerves into the Muſcles for 
the Motion of the Members. 
As long as that Mechanicat 
Diſpoſition of the Parts laſts, 
ſo long by the Order of God 
this reciprocation of _ 

B 
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dance as to Action and Paſſion 
does alſo laſt, and when that | 
Diſpoſition ceaſes, then by the | 
ſame Order of God this Reci- . 
procation Ceaſes. And this is 
what we call Death, viz. when 
ſuch a Spirit has no longer any 
relation of dependency as to 
Action or Paſſion upon ſuch a 
Body. But now what Pain 
can we conceive to be in this? 
*Tis plain that all the Pain is 
previous, in thoſe preparatory 
Motivns which ſerve to demo- 
liſh the Mechaniſin of the Body, 
which when it has receiv'd its 
lait Indiſpaſition, can no long- 
er affect the Soul with Pain, 
all relation of dependency be- 
ing then ſuppoſed to be at an 
End. So that that Pain which 
we groſly fancy to be in Death 
upon the Separation of Soul 
and Body, ib really the Pain of 
ES 0 SICxMeſSy 
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Sickneſs, and ought to be 
reckonꝰ d only upon that Score, 

tis Certain that many a 
Man has undergone, and does 
daily undergo more of this 
Pain without Dying, than 
many of thoſe do who Die. 
And if theſe Pains are not fo 
mightily fear*d when conſider'd 
as terminating in Sickneſs, why 
ſhould the Difference of Death 
| make them ſo dreadful, which 
can add ing to the Pain, 

whatever it may do beſides? 
So that Death is not to be 
fear d upon this firſt and com- 
mon Pretence. 


| Nrrirnzx Secondly, Is it 

to be fear'd as tis a Leaving 

| of the World. For beſides the 

Vanity and Vexation of all 

things here (which will ſoon 

make a Wile Man more Sick 
2 0 B 2 of 
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of the World than of any o- 
ther Diſeaſe) that which we 
call Leaving the World is on- 
ly leaving one certain part of 
it, and that in all probability 
the meaneſt part of God's 
whole Creation. The Mean- 
eft in its Natural State and 
Order, beſides that acceſſory 
Vanity brought upon theCrea- 
| ture by Sin. Rom. 8. 20. And 
fince the Univerſe is of ſuch an 
unimaginable extent, and that 
there is ſuch variety of Man- 
fions in the H of God, 
ſhall we be ſo fond of one 
Room, and that in all likeli- 
hood the worſt, as to dread a 
removal into another Region 
For as I ſaid by our leaving 
the World we can underſtand 


no more than our leaving this | 


part of it, where we were 


the Fear of Death. 29 
ſome time had our dwelling. 
So that in this reſpect to Die is 
but like being ſent Abroad to 
Travel into a Foreign Coun- 
2 or, if would have a 
iſon from Nature and 
Philoophy, like the paſſing 
| of a Comet out of one Vortex 
into another. *Tis not to be 
exported beyond the Univerſe 
into an Empty ſpace, nor to 
be our ſelves reduced into a 
State of Emplineſi- 


For Thirdly, As to the 
pretence of Annibilation, tis 

Ga Firſt, That there is 
no reaſonable ground for any 
fuch Suſpicion, fince both 
— Philoſophy and Scripture are 
fo directl 21 it. But Se- 
condly, 1 ſome 
Fancy, and more perhaps wiſh, 
yet why ſhould this be made 
B 3 an 
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an Argument of Fear? Is it 


ſuch a dreadful thing to be in | 


a ſtate of Indifferency and 
| Neutrality, to be neither 

Happy nor Miſerable ? Is 
| there ſo much terror in No- 
thing ? *Tis a State (if I may 
call it fo) which we have all 
been in before we were made, 
and *tis what we experiment in 
great Meaſure every Night, 
when ina deep and ſound Sleep 
we forget our ſelves and the 
whole World, and loſe even 
the Conſciouſneſs and Percep- 
tion of our very Being. And 
zs there any thing ſo dreadful 
in this? Or does it make us 
| afraid to repoſe our Heads up- 

on our Pillows ? | 


Trxn Fourthly, As to the 
Objection of Novelty taken 
from a New Life, ma 


1 


” 
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New Company and the like, 
this one would think * 
rather invite, than terrif 
For would we always 
here in theſe Houſes of Clay, 
and be no otherwiſe than we 
are, and ſee no more of the 
Works of our Great Creator? 
We are curious and deſirous of 
Novelty while we live, _ 
are for making New Ex 
ments in Nature, and 
Diſcoveries upon this — 


Ball of Earth, and are not a 


| little pleaſed when by the fa- 


vourable aid of a Teleſcope we 


have ſpiedout a New Star, or 


a New Feature in the Face of 


the Moon, and ſhall we be a- 


fraid of Death becauſe it makes 
that Inftrument Needleſs, be- 
becauſe it preſents us with a 


Ne Scene, becauſe we ſhall 
| then Change States, Worlds, 


B 4 and 
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and Companies? Ay but to 


Converſe with Spirits ---- But 
wilt not thou then be a Spirit 


too? And will it not then be 


as Natural and Suitable to thee 
to Converſe with Spirits, as it 
is now to Converſe with Men? 

For what is it but Similitude 
and Proportion that recon- 
ciles either? We fee that Per- 


ſons of low Rank and Educa- 


tion are aſhamed to be among 
Courtiers and People of high 
Degree, who yet Converſe 
freely with one another. So 
that we may well diſcount all 


theſe ſeveral pretences for the 
Fear of Death out of our 


Reckoning, and then there 
will remain only One, v:z. the 
ſad Conſequences of Death in 
reference to the Judgment of 
God, and E Damnation. 
And indeed this is the only 
| thing 


— — — 


were de 


* 
— ys 


| thing for which Death _ 


reaſonably to be fear d, and- 
this carries an infinite Terror | | 


with it. Not that Death is 
always to be 
| ( for then indeed our Condition 
plorable) but that when- 
ever Death is Terrible, this is 
the thing 
ſo, and the only 7hi 
a rationally 5g it. An the 
are but Bu rsto 
Children, 
tional Terror in Death. And 
ſo the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 15. 59. 
The Sting ＋ Death is Sin. As 


this is that which gives Death || | 


I all its Power over us: So this 
Ji chat which makes it truly 


formidable to us. This is that | | 


which arms it with a Sting. 
And 'ris a ſharp Sting indeed, 
it wounds Men with 
— Pains hereafter, and 


with moſt amazing apprehen- 


B 5 fions 


that truly makes it 


| 


d for this || 


— — 2 


ions here. Which leads me 
to Conſider, | 


SzconDLY, The Sad Effet | 
of this Fear of Death where it is 4 
edominant. Many are the | 
Sad Effects of this Paſſion, 
but that mention'd in the 
Text is, that it Subjects thoſe 
that are under it, during their 
| whole Lives ( ſuppoſing that 
| they are under © & hs) -| 
| to a State of Bondage, to a 
|. Miſerable Spirit, — Slaviſh | 
Temper of Mind. By which | |} 
the leaſt that we can under- 
ſtand is, that theFear of Death | | 
is to four all the | 
Sweetneſs, and ſpoil all the 
Comfort of Lite, or that there | 
is no tolerable Enjoyment of } 
Life till a Man is * | 
the Fear of Death. Tot there- 
fore to mention the Throws | 
and Agonies, the Diſtractions 
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and Confufions of Mind that 


the Fear of Death produces in 
impenitent and deſpairing Sin- 
ners in their laſt Hours, where- 


may furniſh us with many 
Tragical Inſtances (though by 
the way, at the rate that Men 


live, I wonder there are not 
more) I ſhall conſider only at 


preſent that conſtant Habitual 
effect (as I may call it) which 


it has throughout their whole 


Lives, that which the Text 
here takes Notice of, and ex- 


ſſes by their being all their 


Life - time ſubject to Bendage. 

The Senſe of which I cannot 
better expreſs than I have al- 
ready in this Propoſition ; that 
there is no tolerableEnjoyment 
of Life till a Man is got above 

the Fear of Death. 


w 


Warn 


| 
A Þ 


of Hiſtory and Obſervation 


| 


_— ——— — — 
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- Wren once indeed a Man 
Wade to this pitch, he may 
then be ſaid raly to Live, and 
may call Life his own, as being 
able to reliſh and enjoy every 
12 of it, but till then his 
ite may be more properly 
Call'd a 1 a Torture, a 
Death, any thing than an En- 
| joyment. For let a Man's 
Condition. in this World be 


otherwiſe never ſo Fortu nate, 


| and the Circumſtances of it 
never ſo delightſome and ad- 
| vantagious ; let him have his 


| own H}7/þ and others Envy, let 


him be never ſo full Ho- 


| nours, Pleaſures, and Riches, 


yea, and of Days too wherein 
to enjoy them, yet what Con- 
tent or Satisfaction will he be 


able to take in all this, if * 


whole ends in a dark 
and he has upon him all che 


| 
1 


angry God, and the Fears of 


Death, Judgment and Hell? 
Wich what Satisfaction can a 


Man, whoſe Mind is fill'd 


_ the Fear of Death. 37 
while the Apprehenſions of an | | 


and over- ſet with theſe great i 


Ideas, enjoy the moſt luſcious | | 
Pleaſure that this Life, or this 
World can afford? How can 
he that expects a Miſerable | | 


Eternity reliſh any of the little 


Divertiſements Time ? How | | 


can he that fears he ſhall enter 


upon the Portion of the 


Damn'd immediately after | | 
Death, find any Savour in 


the ſhort Delights of a vain 
tranſitory Life? How can theſe 
little Pleaſures reliſh with thoſe 
mighty Fears, the Pleaſures 


of Time with the Fears of 


Eternity, and how can he that 
apprehends everlaſting Sor- 
rows then, find in his Heart 


ö 
ö 
| 
| 
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to laugh or rejoice now ? Salo- 


indeed bids 
Man re- 


1 is young 
Joice in his Youth, and let his 


Heart chear him in the Days 
of his Youth ; but the difficul- 


ty is how he ſhall be able to 


do this, if at the ſame. time he | 
is to conſider what follows, | 
that for all theſe things God 
ſhall bring him into Judg- 
ment. How can Temporary 
Joy and Apprehenſions of 
Eternal Judgment conſiſt to- 
gether | And does not the 
Wiſe Man imply by this ſe- 
vere Irony that they cannot. 
Tux Capacity of Man is 


too narrow to Yield a full At- 


ten tion to two contrary Senti- 
ments, eſpecially if one be ſo 
very much ſtronger than the 
other; and we find that actual 
Pain ** always leſſen, 1 1 


4 
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if very great, wholly 
up and _ the Senſe of ac- 
tual Pleaſure. For 
would the ſweeteſt Strains in | | 
Muſick ſignify to a Man in | | 
the Extremity of the Stone or | | 
Gout? But now the very Ap- 


rehenſion of an Evil, it very 
— . chough Fu- 
ture, will fill and ingage the 


fwallow | | 
what * 


Capacity as much, and fome-. | | 


times more than the preſent 
actual Senſe of one that is leſ- 


"fer. And we may gueſs by | | 


our Saviour's Agony in the | 


Garden, at what rate to me- 


_ fure the Expectation of an Evil, 
and how many degrees of ac- || 
_ tual Suffering it may be ſet a- 
gainſt. How then muſt the 
* — of Death and Judgment, 


and the Wrath of not 


for a few Hours only (as in 1 
our Saviour's Caſe) but for a 
b whole 


| 


whole Eternity fill, employ, 
divide and diſtract the Capa- 
city of him — is under them, 
and conſeq not only al- 


3 — but even 


deaden and — utterly inſi- 
pid whatever would otherwiſe 


be ſavoury and reliſhing in his 
Life, and diffuſe a eneral 
* Bitterneſs through all En- 


| Joyments of it! 


Fur THER, So vaſt is the 1 
diſproportion between Tem- 


and Eternal, that the 
Contemplation of Eter- 
nity, | tho? without any rela- 
tion to Happineſs or Miſery, 
as indifferently conſidered, with 


reſpe& only to its infinite Du- | 


ration, will bring to Nothing 
and utterly Annihilate all the 
Thoughts, and all the Ac- 


counts of Time, and make a 
Man, 


ccc Ld 


Man, while he has that im- 
menſe Idea before him, over - 
| look all the Pleaſures and En- 

poyments of ten thouſand Ages. 


And how then may we ſuppoſe 


will the Thoughts and Fears 
of a Miſerable Eternity damp 
all the Pleaſure, and imbitter 
all the Comfort of a Man's 

whole Life ! I fay the Thoughts 


and Fears of a miſerable Eter- | | 
nity, which will lie down with | 
him when he goes to Bed, a- 


the Fear of Death. ar 


- —ͤ—— hoe oe es ie 


wake with him when he opens 


dis Eyes, (if we can ſuppoſe a 
Man with thoſe Fears at all to | } 
have ſhut them) rife with him | | 
when he gets up, be his con- | | 
ſtant Companions all the Day, 
and haunt him wherever he is, 
even in his laſt Refuge the | 
Tavern, whatever he is about, 
and with whomſoever he con- 
Ima- | 


verſes. And-how, dowe 


Sine, 
: 
: 
- 
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gine, ſhall a Man that has 
uch a black Cloud upon his 


Mind, that carries ſuch a con- 


ſtant Hell about him, enjoy 


| Life, I had almoſt faid En- | 


dure it, and not chuſe Stran- 

ling rather than Life, than 
ſuch a Life, in the midft of 
which he may truly ſay that 


'he is in Death. But if he 


ſhould make a ſhift to endure 
it, yet what a Miſerable Sla- 


viſh Life muſt ſuch a one lead, 


under what Bondage muſt he 
groan, and how Paſſionately 


.methinks do I hear him cry, 
O wretched Man that I am, 


<whbo ſhall deliver me from the 


Terrors of this Death ! Which 


22 


leads me to Conſider, 


TrinpLy, and Laſtly, 
The Remedy both of this Fear 


| and of this Slavery. n 
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of Death, to reſume our form- 
er Diſtinction, is either Na- 


tural or Rational. Againſt 
the Firſt of theſe he muſt be a 
bold Empiric that ſhall under- 
take to preſcribe a Remedy. 
God has not provided any a- 
gainſt the natural Fear Death, 
nor is the thing it ſelf capable 
of any, and there is great 
Reaſon to think that even the 
Son of God himfelf was not 
exempt from it, much leſs 
then will he exempt us. But 
there is a Remedy provided a- 
> Now this I ſhall con- 


1. As it is already wrought 
and effected by Chriſt, who is. 
here ſaid in the Text to deli- 

ver them who thre Fear of 
& Death 
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Mind, that carries ſuch a con- 


gine, ſhall a Man that has 
uch a black Cloud upon his 


ſtant Hell about him, enjoy 
Life, I had almoſt faid Ex- 
dure it, and not chuſe Stran- 


h a Life, in the midſt of 


which he may truly ſay that | 
be is in Death. But if he 


ſhould make a ſhift to endure 
it, yet what a Miſerable Sla- 
viſh Life muſt ſuch a one lead, 


| under what Bondage muſt he 


groan, and how Paſſionately 


{ .methinks do I hear him cry, 
O wretched Man that I am, 


| who ſhall deliver me from the 
Terrors of this Death ! Which 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| . 


| leads me to Conſider, 
TrirpLy, and Laſtly, 


The Remedy both of this Fear 
and of this Slavery, The ”_ 


gling rather than Life, than |- 
uc 
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of Death, to reſume our form- 
er Diſtinction, is either Na- 
tural or Rational. Againſt 
the Firſt of theſe he muſt be a 
bold Empiric that ſhall under- 
take to preſcribe a Remedy. 
. God has not provided any a- 
gainſt the natural Fear Death, 
nor is the thing it ſelf capable 
of any, and there is great 
Reaſon to think that even the 
Son of God himfelf was not 
exempt from it, much leſs 
then will he exempt us. But 
there is a Remedy provided a- 


Death. Now this I ſhall con- 
ſider, e 


1. Asitis already t 
and effected by Chriſt, who is 
here faid f in the Text to deli- | 

ver them who. tbr Fear of © 

Death 


gainſt the Rational Fear of 
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Death were all their Life-time 


ſubject to Bondage. 
2. As it is to be further 


wrought and completed by e- 


very Man for himfelf. 


Fins, We bave 4 Remedy 


againſt the Fear of Death pro- 


vided for us already by Chriſt. 


This the Apoſtle plainly inti- 


mates where having ſaid, that | 


the Sting of Death is Sin, he 
immediately adds, But thanks 
be to God which giveth us the 
Victory through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
The Victory, but over what? 


x Cor. 13. 37. 


Why over Sin immediately, 


and by that over Death. For 


the Sting of Death is Sin. In | 


the ſame Meaſure and Propor- 
| tion therefore that Chriſt has 
| deliver'd us from Sin, in the 


as to the Power of it, and as 


. dying, or take any Care how 
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ſame he has alſo deliver'd 
Death, and from the 

Fear of Death. But now he 
has deliver'd us from Sin, both 


to the Guilt. From the Pow- 
er of Sin by his Grace,and from 
the Guilt of Sin by his Blood. 


But from neither actually and 


immediately, but only in Pow- 
er and Poſſibility. For when 
I fay that Chriſt by his Blood 
has deliver*d us from the Guilt 
of Sin, I would not be ſo un- 
derſtood as if actual Pardon or 
Juſtification were the unme- 
diate Effect of Chrift's Death, 
for then no Man need fear 


he lived, but only that Chriſt 
has made Sin actually Pardon- 
able, and has put all Men in- 


2 a Capacity of being diſ- 


harg'd from the Guilt of it. 
RY 


| 
| 


| 
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And ſo when I fay that Chriſt 
by his Grace has deliver'd us 

from the Power of Sin, I do. 


not mean, neither ought I 
that all Men are immedaately, 
and ip/o Fafto, SanQtify'd and 
made Holy by the Redeeming 


Grace of Chriſt, but only that 


they have a Power and a Ca- 
pacity given them of becom- 
ing ſo. This therefore being 
the Meaſure of our Deliver- 
ance from Sin, we muſt con- 
clude that the ſame is the Mea- 
ſure of our Deliverance from 


Death, and that Chriſt has ſo 


far d:liver'd us from all rea- 
ſonable Fear of it, as he has 
put us into a Capacity of a- 
voiding thoſe ſad Conſequences 
of it, for whoſe ſake alone it 
is juſtly to be fear d. And 
truly they are unworthy of the 
Redemption of Chrift who do 


not 
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not think this a ſufficient De- 
liverance on his Part, and who 
will not be ſo grateful as to 
acknowledge it m thoſeWords 
of the Apoſtle, Thanks be to 
God which giveth us the Victory 
| thro” our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
But then this being thus far 
only a Capacity, which thro” 
default on our ſide may never 
be brought into act, will ob- 
lige us to look further, and to 
conſider this Remedy. 


SeconDLY, As it is to be 
farther wrought and compleated 
by our ſelves. Here we ſtrike 


into a large and beaten Road, 


arid may meet with as many 
Remedies againſt the Fear of 
Death as there are Preſcri- 
ptions for the Cure of-an Ague. 


Every one has his Receipt and 
bis Lana and 4 certain 
Writer, 


| 
| 
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Writer, of no or- 


Monfieve dinary Fame, has, 


Drelincourt. 


of it, mix'd the Ingredients, 


and put them all into one 


Compoſition. But for my 

art I know but of one that is 
Effectual, and that will ſtand 
the Teſt either of a Sick Bed, 
or of a Sound Mind, and that 


is a good Life, a clear Con- 


ſcience, an honeſt Heart, and 
a well-order*d Converſation, to 


carry the Thoughts of Dying 


Men about us, and ſo to live 


before we Dye, as we ſhall 


wiſh we had when we come to 
it. This is a ſure Remedy, 


and that will certainly do the 


Work, deliver us both from 
the Fear of Death, and from 


the Slavery and Bondage that | 


attends that Fear. As for o- 
ther Remedies there's no de- 


to make ſure Work 


pending | 


m_ 
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the Sting of it, and if you 


would Die with Comfort you 
muſt Live with Care. 


Anp how infinitely does it 
concern us all to do fo! Every 
Man knows that he muſt In- 
tallibly Die one time or other, 
and when that time comes, he 
knows withal how different his 
Sentiments and Apprehenſions 
of things will then be from 
what they are now, and parti- 


cularly with what Strength 


and Vigour of Application he 
mall then wiſh he had led bis 


— — ·kT—‚—— — — — 


0 Life 


— . 3H 7 


And therefore it "were only 


the Fear of Death. $55. 
Life well, and made good uſe 
of his Time. Which if he | 
has not, he muſt needs know 
withal what dreadful Ago- 
nies and Convulſions of Mind 


| he muſt then bein, and with 
What dread and horrour he 


ſhall enter upon 


Eternity. 


ng 
P m 
od E it 
would be of the moſt impor- 
tant Concernment to every 
Man to Live well, ſo well that 
he may Die without any other 
ies than thoſe that are 


Agonies 
Natural, and may at leaft 


have Hope in his Death. 

Zur are we concern'd only 
for this laſt Scene of our Life? 
Is it of no Conſequence to us 
to paſs the whole Courſe of 
it with Comfort and Satiſ- 

C2 faction? 


* 
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| faction? Is it not the Intereſt 


if 


and Concern of 


every Man to 


very Man concern'd to 


pro- 
| vide that neither the Deſire of 
Life may imbitter his Death, 
nor the Fear of Death diſ- | 
| comfort his Life? Is not En- 
_ of Life the very Life 
| of it? Yes, no doubt it is, and 
| *tis what all Men defire, and 
| in their ſeveral ways cndea- 


don't they take more care to 
live as they ought, ſince that 
only can make them as Hap- 
Py as defire? And in- 
Inke 
| atur . it 
is in ſome Meaſure to fear it, 
and how hard a thing it is to 


——-___— 


enjoy his Life with Pleaſure, 
| as well as to leave it at laſt 
| without Horrour? Is not e- 
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him above the Fear of Death. 
For the ſhort is this, pate 
as Men fear Death, they will 
have no tolerable Enjoyment 
of Life, and as long as they 
lead ill Lives Sew 
der a neceſſity of fearingDeath, 


and therefore as long as they | 


lead ill Lives they will lead 
very unhappy and uneaſy 
Lives, will enjoy neither 
themſelves nor their Friends, 


neither Solitude nor Com- 
pany, neither Buſineſs nor 


Diverſion, will. be too much 


concern'd for the Future to 


be able to reliſh the Preſent ; 
in one Word, will through 
Fear of Death be all their Life- 
time ſubjeft to Bondage. Which, 
if it cannot be avoided, is the 
Life of a Slave only, but if it 
can, *tis the Life of a Fol. 
Now to God the Father, &c. 
FS. 
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double Reflection; One taken 
from the Conſideration of 


Death, and the other from the 


Succeſſive Vanity of Human 
Life. But if a Man live many 
Fears ( ſays he) and rejoyce in 
them all, yet let him remember 
the Days of Darkneſs, for they 


Gall be many. As much as to 


ſay, *tis not very likely that 
a Man ſhould live many Years, 


. conſidering the Nicenefs and 


| Delicacy of his Bodily Frame, 


—— e—_ 


the Variety of Diſeaſes and 
other Accidents he is Subject 


| to, and the very ſmall Num- 


ber of thoſe that attain to any 


conſiderable Age, in Compa- 


| + rifon of thoſe rg wg who 
drop away before they come 
4 4 Ripeneſs, Eu Bonn 

ly Fruit, whom either ſome 
inward Decay, or the Force 
of Violent Winds looſens or 
. ſnatches 


— 2 — — 


ſnatches from the Tree. But 


all, tis not indeed likely that 
alſo a very Happy one, at leaſt 


of Human Life. 5 


ſuppoſe a Man by the ſtrength 

Seminal Principles and 
a right Conjunction of other: 
Accidents ſhould live 
Years, yet 'tis not at all like- 
ly he ſhould rejoice in them 


a very Long Life ſhould be 


that it ſhould be Happy 
throughout, in every 
and Period of it. We uſual- 
ly fay indeed a Short Life and 
a Merry, and Fair Weather 
may for a little Seaſon, | 
but *tis not ble that fo | 
*. a Day ſhould be without 
d to over-caft its Light, | 

or a Storm to ruffle its Still- 
neſs, but ſhould Shine on Clear 
and Calm to the very laſt. 
For beſides that 3 Life 
is liable to variety of Caſual 
di 


4a 
| tics, and there are innumerable 
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{ | ways whereby a Man may be 


l 


| 


ma vide and ill- natur World, 


Days of Rejoi pretty 
well over, and that he may be 


Cross d, even when he ſeems 
molt fecure of what he fancies 
3 


would make him Happy, 
Scenes of the World 
faſt, and the Foul Days in his 
Kalendar 


a Man cannot live 
without meeting 
them. Tn in 8 f in 
great while he does not Feel 
or ſee ſome fad Event or other, 


4 t much if he does not Suffer 
either in his own Perſon, or 


elſe in his Friends and Rela- 
tions, unleſs he live ſo tediouſ- 


1 
SS Friendleſs and Deſolate 


and by that time I think his 
oicing will be 


weary 


long as to have none, but 


have ſuch quick re- I 
— — 


ith one 
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let him remember the Days of 
Darkneſs. Let him remember 
that all this Happineſs, as 
Great nd 66 lege end as it | 
is, muſt come to an End, that 
this Fair Sun muſt Set, and | 
this long Day be follow'd with | 
a much longer Night, that | 
Death ſhall put an End to all, 
and that then his Confinement 
| to Darkneſs ſhall outlaſt his 
| Enjoyment of the Light, and 
be ſhall lie longer under the 
Ground, than he has lived and 
walk' d upon it. Let him re- 
member the Days of Dark- 
neſs, for they ſhall be many. 


| Bur then for fear he ſhould 

' Forget them, becauſe he looks | 

upon them as a great way off, 

the Wiſe Man preſents him in 

the mean while with ſome- 

thing of a nearer Conſiderati- 
on, 


prove every whit as vain and 
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 Provdand Explain'd to them 
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s IT 


_ of Human Lyfe. 63 
on, and more preſent Con- 
cernment, and that is, that 
conſtant Succeſſion of Vanity 
which is in Human Life, that 
all that is to come of it ſhall 
be no more to his Satisfaction 
than what he hath ſeen and 


85 enjoy*d of it already, and that 


his Future Expectations ſhall 


uncontenting as his paſt Frui- 
tions; and that therefore as 
a long Life is not Ordinarily 


to be hoped for, ſo even by 


thoſe that have it, *tis not 
much to be valued = reckon'd . 
upon, but that omething 
more Laſting and Satisfying 


55 2 ht after: For, 


All that cometh is Vanity. 


18 are ſome Truths 
which Men want to have 
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66 The Surce fue Vanity | 
it ſo, and are convinc'd of ĩt by 
a thouſand Experiments made. 
They have even by as many as | 
they have found that the Warld, | 

like the Prince of it, the Devil,, 
has been a Liar from the be- | 
ginning, has always deceiv'd | 
them, and that they never en- [ 
Joy'd, but were diſappointed. 

And accordingly, there is not | 
* of — that would 

ive over his Years again. 
And as free will they be to 
N the preſent is 
alſo Vanity. They actually 

feel it ſo, are uneaſy under it, 
and for that Reaſon wiſh the | 
Preſent were paſt. And becauſe | 
it does not paſs faſt 
they contrive Arts and Devices | 
vo paſs it away. They not 
only find that whoſoever 
drinks of theſe Waters fhall 
thirſt again, (as our avian 
sf P >1110Tr 
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| Bur what if I ſhould be- 
| come Wiſe and Knowing? Why | 
|| then 1 ſhould be leſs pleas d 
| than ever, both with my ſelt 
and with the World about me. 
I ſhould then be leſs able to 
bear the Follies and Imperti- 
nences of Converfation, which 

| would ſtrike moredifagreeably 
| upon my more delicate Senſe, 
| as harſh Sounds do upon a nice 
ö and well - tuned Ear; that 
; | which pleaſes me now would 
not reliſh with me then, nay, 
| I know not what would, for I 
1 ſhould fo ſee thro* the Vanity 
| of every thing, as to take 
Pleaſure in nothing. For 
when all's done, the Pleaſure 
Jof this Life is founded upon 
Ignorance, and the Wiſe Mar 
can find no Paradiſe here, tha 
the Fool ean. Tis in this 
_ 
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ſpect alſo as well as in regard 
of its Tranſientneſs, like the 
Pleaſure of a Dream, becauſe 
owing to Sleep. And it laſts 
as long as thoſe Phantaſtick 
Pleaſures wie to do; that is, 
till a Man is awake, till he re- 
Covers the uſe of his Senſes, till 
his Eyes are open, till he comes 
— ( — tis ſaid of = 
young Prodigal, Lake 15.) tib 
He begins to think, reflect and 
conſider, and then it vaniſhes 
like a Dream when one is a- 
wake, as the Pſalmift ſpeaks, 
Pſal. 73. So that a Man's 
Wiſdom would but awake 
him from a Golden Dream, 

rob him of a kind and oblig- 
ing Error, diſcover to him his 
Poverty as well as his Igno- 
rance, and make him ſee the 
Falſeneſs of that Coin by its 
Light, which paſs'd 


well e- | 
nough 
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| things, at length diſcover'd 


Vanity. 
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nough with him in the Dark. 
So true would he find that of 
the Wiſe as well as Great King, 
In much Wiſdom is much Grief, 
and he that increaſes Knozuledge 
increaſes Sorrow. Our Suppo- 
ſition was here made good, So- 
lomon had Wiſdom as well as 
Wealth and Honour, and he 
found that as vain as the other 
two; his Wiſdom that diſco- 
cover'd the Vanity of other 


that of it ſelf, even the Light 
it ſelf prov'd to be but a Sha- 
dow, and fo tis in every thing 
elſe: For, All that cometh ts 


AND there is clear and e- 
vident Reaſon for all this. For 
God having made us for the 
Enjoyment of himſelf, has ac- 
cordingly proportion- d our Ca- 
pacities to the immenſe Good 

: D 5 of 
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of his own Nature; and tho' 
he has limited every other 
Senſe and Faculty about us, 
yet he has ſet no Bounds to our 
Deſires, but has given a kind 
of Infinity to our Wills, where- 
in by the way conſiſts the prin- 
cipal part of the Divine Image 
and Reſemblance in us. 
And therefore tis abſolutely 
impoſſible we ſhould be ſatis- 
fied with any thing here, let 
us enjoy what we will, becauſe 
we ſhall ſtill deſire beyond 
what we enjoy. Tis true in- 
deed upon the ſame Grounds 
a Man may be here very mi- 
ſerable, becauſe that 

Spring whereby he ſtands bent 
for Happineſs will make him 
the more ſenſible of thoſe Pains 
and Griefs which are con 

to it; but ' tis impoſſible that 
any thing in this World ſhould 
make him wy bappy. Bur 


does not this reflect upon the 
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Bur what then is Life worth 
at this Rate ? Why truly nor 
much, unleſs it be in order to 
a better State hereafter, and 
as tis an Opportunity for it. 
Nor do know any great Rea- 
fon a Man has to deſire to live 
longer, unleſs it be that he 
may live better. But then 


Goodneſs of God, that he 
would place ſo noble a Crea- 
ture in ſuch poor Circum- 
ſtances, in a barren and dry 
Land, where no Water is, to 
quench that fiery Thirſt which 
he has put in his Nature? No, 
as Man cannot be very happy 
here, ſo neither is it fit he 
ſhould. For however it might 
have been with Adam it he 
had continu'd innocent, who 
perhaps might have had ſuch 
- 
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free and large Communications 
from God, as would have 
made a true Paradiſe of a Gar- 
den, and turn'd his Terreſtrial 


State into a kind of Heaven; 


yet tis to be conſiderꝰd that 
we are now Sinners, and as 
ſuch excluded from having 


any Paradiſe upon Earth by 


the ſame Sentence that 
| Adam out of his. We are now 
in a State of Penance, as well 


as in a State of Tryal and Pro- | 


bation, and therefore muſt not 
anticipate our Reward here, 
but be exercis'd with Vanity 


and Diſſatisfaction, which is 
that ſore Travail that God has 


laid upon the Sons of Adam, 
who tho? Heirs of Glory, and 
born to Crowns and Scepters 
in the other World, muſt yet 
inherit only Dreams, Shadows, 
and Vanity in this, Vw 

al 


| all that cometh is Vanity. There 


| Cyphers, a Collection of No- 
| thing, not worth a Thought, 


in Religion and the conſcien- 
tious Diſcharge of one's 1 


(the only place where Men ſeek 


| improve in Goodneſs, the 


Wherein he is not contradict- 
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is no Content to be found in 
any of the Enjoyments of this 
World, let a Man's Share of 
it, or ſtate in it be what it 
will, *tis all but a Union of 


or a With, or a Tear; only 


and the practice of a good 


not for it) there is ſome real 
Content and true Satisfaction 
to be had, and the more we 


more happy and comfortable 
will our Lives be. According 
to the Obſervation of the Pſal- 
maſt, Pſal. 119. I ſee that all 
things come to an end, but thy 
Commandment is exceedingbroad. 


Salomon, who though he in- 
ſcribed Vanity upon all things 
elſe, —— upon N iſdom and 


Knowledge, yet 


le) found none 


God but on the contrary, re- 
commends theſe as the final re- 
fult of all his Reflections upon 
the Vanity of things, and as the 
| whole of Man, Eccl. 11. 13. 


| AnD yet after all, tis not 
all the Reaſoning in the World 
that will effectually convince 
Men of its Vanity, till the 


Holy Spirit of God ſhall work 


this Conviction in their Hearts 
by an inward Sentiment exceed- 


ing the force of all Rational 
Light. Convinc'd indeed they | 
may be after a fort, they ſee 


it by — and find it by 


Expe- ( 
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Experience. But they are 
not fo convinc'd as to give 


over expecting and 2 
building Caſtles in the Air, 
and making up Fools Para- 
diſes to - themſelves ; not ſo 


Dependencies upon what is to 


——_— 


— — 
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« | 


convinc'd of the Vanity of 
| Lite as to lay down their fond 


to come of it, but in the midſt 


Expericucies, 


3 —4 4 that this is on- 
ly a general and notional Con- 
viction of the World's Vanity, 


ſuch as ſwims in the Brain, 


and floats in the Fancy, ſuch 


form to — 7 a => | 
but 3 loſe and - 4 


1 Men 


| of all their Reflections and ||| 
follow on as 2 


. 
14 
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again as ſoon as they come 
abroad into this bewitchi 


World. But now the Holy 


Conviction of the World's 


Vanity, ſuch as is deep, live- 


lp, actual, and abiding, ſuch 


as ſinks down into the bottom 
of our Spirits, and from thence 
as an inner ſpring actuates and 
inforces all our outward Mo- 
tions, ſuch in one word as Dy- 
ing Men have. But I haſten 
to the Improvement that may 
be made of theſe Conſidera- 
tions to the uſe of Living. 
{ Briefly then, 


1. Ir there be ſuch an u- 
niverſal Vanity diffuſed thro' 
the whole compaſs of Human 


Life, fo that what comes on þ 


will be as litcle to our Satis- 
faction as what is gone and 
YO | paſt, 


——f— — 
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paſt, then this lays a confider- | 
—_— 1 
the belief and expectation of 
a Future State, it being not 
worth while for God to bri 
ſuch noble Creatures into ſuch 
a vain as well as tranſitory 
World, if it were not inorder 
to ſomewhat further. If God 
had not intended us for any 
other State than this, to take 
. —— 
fink into our firſt nothing, he 
either would not have made 
us, or elſe he would have ſuit- 
ed our Capacities to the nar- | 
row Meaſure of theſe Wordly 1 
Objects: And therefore ſince 
ve find our ſelves ſo much a 
dove them as not poſſibly to | 
Pe ſatisfied with them, may 
ve not hence conclude that 
his Life is not our final or 
dnly State, but that there is 
3 | another 


go The Kucceſtve Vanity | 
another, and a better Life to [ 


fame is the Language 


Acain, 2. If this preſent 


World and Life be fo all o- 


ver Vanity, then we may 


hence learn the great Folly 
| and Madneſs of Sin, Tis 
certain that no Man fins pure- | 
ly for Sin's fake. Tis the! 
Confideration of ſome Plea- | 


ſure or Advantage or other 
that induces him to it. What 
will ye give me, ſaid Judas to 
the Chief Prieſts, and I will 
deliver him unto you. And the 
of every 
Sinner to thoſe three curſed 
Traders for Souls, the World, 


the Fleſh and the Devil, bat} 


will ye give me? Why, All 
this will I give thee, ſays the 
laſt of them, ſhewing him 
ſome of the vain Grandeurs or 


Pleaſure 
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Exprefion is) but they feel 
| themſelves dry, even while 
| they are drinking ; nay, that 

their . . - r 


their Thirſt. They 


feel an 
Emptineſs and an Hollowneſs 


after have feaſted upon 
the World, and find they 
have ſuck'd nothing but Wind 
from the Breaſts of her Conſo- 
| ation. They abound, they 


ww >» »* 
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Arms are full. So fatal and 
unavoidable is the Unhappi- 
neſs of „ whether he has 
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in the Circle of their Embra- 
ces. Hence they paſs on to 


fan- 


weak Imagination, they begin 
every Day with a freſh Expec- 
tation, enter upon 


and Labours, as the flattering 


credulous Chymiſt does in the 
Search of his Elixir, and pur 
forward with a trembling Paſ- 
fion in the Chaſe of Happineſs, 


which ſome of them purſue ſo | 


eagerly, and are for over-ta- 
king ſo very ſoon, that they 


quicken their Pace, and are for | 
. | living | 


— 


1 A — "nth. - 1 


| 


: 


| Fong ff xy abs. it, | he 


themſelves out of Breath. 


or rather thus they dream, and | 
Zut if they will hear a Man of 


ter another, as faſt as it 


thought of then but Content 


they overtake nothing by it in 
the Event but an early Grave, 
and in a very literal Senſe run 


Tars is the Sentiment _ 
the Conduct of Men, thus 
they think, and thus they act, 


thus they walk in their Sleep. 


more Wildom and Experience 
than themſelves, he will tell 
them that all that cometh is Va- 
nity. Tis ſo, and they wil! 
find it fo, one part of Life af 


cometh. For indeed as long 
as it is coming, Or to come, — 
Vanity does not appear; 
the contrary there is 8 


and | Satiafadtion, nothing but 
Elyſian 
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when we have ſet the Day for 


ſuch an Enjoyment, we long 
with as much Impatience for 
the happy Seaſon as the Adul- 
terons Eye does for the flow 
Ewilight, complain of the 
heavy of Time, and 
are contriving how to paſs the 
dulb Interim away that delays 
our Pleaſure, and enviouſly 
ſtands between us and our 
promifed Entertainment. But 


| E "= wo the long-look'd-for 


ppineſs arrives, we find it 
quite another thing in the En- 


Dns 


— * 2 
eight we lay upon it, that 
9 anfirers our Expec- 
tatzons, nor ſatisfies our De- 
fires. We find. in ſhort that 
there is nothing in it, and ſo 
we are ſerv'd from day to 
day, 1 bal 
as 
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as long: as we live, even all 
the Days of our Vamty. 


*T i s in the Courſe of Life, 
as when 9 op or rides 
in a Fog. In the very place 
where he moves, the thin ſub- 

tile Vapour ſeems as nothing, 
and is hardly viſible, but at 
ſome diſtance from him, it 
appears of ſo thick and maſſy 
a conſiſtence, that he fancies 
it would ſenſibly reſiſt his 
Touch, and that he could 
embrace it in his Arms. But 
yet when he arrives to the de- 
ſign'd place, he finds himſelf 
in the thin agam, and the 
Phantaſtick Salid is remov'd 
from him to a further Di- 
ſtance. Juſt ſo the Happineſs 
of this Lite is always to come, 
{ſtill at ſome remove from us, 
never au and treſent. For 


whenever . 


| here of that Opinion; for all 


4 


a worſe Diſappointment, the 


whenever it is ſo, it vaniſhes 
into a thin nothing, and is loft 

as ſoon as found. We think 
ve fell be hagpy. but we ne- 


ver think we are ſo; and moſt 


certain it is we hall never be 


that cometh is Vanity. So that 
in this Senſe alſo as well as in 
that intended by St. James, 
what is our Life but a Vapour? 


James 4. 14. 


MEN comments chink of 
no other — but 
but only the not having what 
„and this in their 
Language is called not to ſuc- 
ceed; but if they do indeed 
thus ſucceed and accompliſh 
thetr Wiſh, they will find a- 
nother, and if I miſtake nor, 


not enjoying what they have, 
D 2 the 


nn 


—— — 


Succefffoe Vanity = 
| the Diſappointment of Frui- 
tion. I call it a worſe Dif: 


ſome other Reaſons that might 
be aflign'd, becauſe tis ſo ne- 
ceſſary, perpetual and una- 


pointment, for this as well as 1 


mo The felt fur of | 


Diſappointment may be often 
prevented by wiſe Manage- 
ment. Tis not neceſſary a 
Man ſhould always loſe his 
Longing, and miſs of what 
he deſires. No, he may ſome- 
times compaſs his Point, and 
obtain the thing that he wills. 
| But no Management or Ad- 
drefs, no Skill or Contrivance 
can prevent the ſecond ; no, 
nor any Succeſs neither; for 
*ris with the Succeſs that this 


Diſappointment begins. For 


no ſooner is any thing enjoy'd, 

no ſooner does any of our Re- 

verſions of Happineſs fall, 
bur 
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but tis d in the ox | 
lance and found wanting; All 
that cometh is Vanity. 


6 e e * | 
| inn us ic | 
| Ai de o n her Life, e- |} 


r | 
a Deluſion , a Lie, and every || 


Man that lives walks in a vain | 
Shadow, in the Fog we were 
but now ſpeaking of, till his | 
Walk is at an end, and the 
weary Traveller repoſes him- | 
ſelf in the Grave. He that is | 
young thinks it a wonderful | 
Happineſs to live a great 
while, but when he has ob- 
tain'd his Wiſh does he find 
that Satisfaction in it? | 
ſo he that is. poor and 
the World fancies it a | 
Fleaven to be rich and great | 
but when he is ſo does he find 
D3 —_— 
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it ſuch a happy State as he be- 


fore ĩimagin d? Could I then 
lengthen out my Span to an 
Antediluvian ſtretch, what 
ſhould I be the better, or 
what great matter ſhould I! 
find in it! Twould be a mere | 
nothing, not only when paſt, 

but even while prefent. Be- 
ſides more Sins and more Di/- 


| appointments, I ſhould only re- 
| — the ſame things over a 


. 1 — — — IIORm—_e „ 


tle oftner, and make more 
frequent Turnings in the ſame 


Circle. And fo for Wealth or 


Preferment, could I be rich 
or great I ſhould not find that 
Light and Luftre in it which 
now at a diſtance. flaſhes and 


| — in my Eye, but 


ould quickly grow ſick of 


that State my ſelf which per- 
| haps another would ſtill envy 
| In me. 


Bur 
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Pleaſures of this Tranſitory 


Life. 
Advantage 
dy Money 


in his Hand (fuch 


Stuff as it is) for which the 


needy and covetous Sinner 


likes his Chapman, and ac- 


cordingly deals with him. So 
that in all Sin there is at leaſt 
| an implieit, if not an expreſs 
Contract, and every Sinner 
lainly makes a ſel- 


mane fo par and tru- 


| ly (tho? not always at the ſame 


Price) as Judas did the Body 
of our Saviour. But alas! 
what a mad fooliſh Bargain is 
it! For what js it that he has 
in Exchange ? Could the De- 
| vil make good his confident 
Offer in the largeſt Extent, 


| when he ſays, All this will I 
yet what is that 


give thee, 
_ my 7 What 1s there 


8 s 4 
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in this vain World, tho' a 
Man could be Maſter of the 
| whole of it (according to our 
| Saviour's Suppoſition) that 
ſhould induce him to do the 
leaſt Evil, to offend an Infi- 
nite God, and 1 447 
Py, not to ſay Miſerable 
ity ? What Bui, ſays the 
— bad ye then in thoſe 
things, Rom. 6. 21, What | 
Fruit indeed, but the Fruits 
of Sodom, — 
airy Banquets, ta 
Food, chat is fo far W ſa- 
tis Hu at it 
will — ſo 54 the 
Touch. And ſhall I fell my | 
Soul, my God, my Heaven 
for this ? . one ney wore | 
put that Queſtion of the Pfal- 
kik, Are not they without Un- | 
derſtanding that work Wicked- 
ags 7 That do ſuch Work 


pretend more particular 

Reaſon, and ſet up for Fits, 
but have they ſo much as com- 
mon Senſe or Underſtanding ? 
Or rather may not every Sin- 
ner more juſtly ſay to the God 
he has offended in the Words 
of an humble Penitent, So 
fooliſh: was I and ignorant, and 
even as 4 Beaſt before thee. 
 Acain, 3. If all that 


cometh be Vanity as well as 
all that's paſt, then we have 


the leſs reaſon to fear Death, 


particularly that which we call 
an untimely one, and none at 
all to reckon upon the Plea- 
ſures of a long Life. The lefs 
reaſon to fear Death, becauſe 
the World it takes us from 4 
0 


— — 
— — — ae 


upon 

Pleaſures of a long Life, be- 
cauſe theſe Pleaſures are only 
in the Imagination, ſuch as 
thoſe who die early — they 
loſe, but thoſe who live | 
er do not find. _— 


not : advance in wr Laney 

we © grow wiſer * our Noe, 
ring, and find nothing more 
in our latter than - our 
. greager Toil and Wk 
Tho? therefore a Man ſhould 
live many Years, yet let him 
of Darkneſs, — the Days 4 
Light too: For, All that 
cometh is Vanity. 


AGAIN, 


AGain, 4. and Laftly, 


From the Conſideration of 


that conſtantly ſucceſſive Vani- 
ty, which as a Shadow, always 
attends and keeps pace with 
this preſent. Life, we may be 
further inſtructed to make the 
more careful Proviſion for ano- 
ther, to ſeek out for ſomething 
more laſting and ſatisfying, a 
| better and a more induring Sub- 
ſtance, even that Inberitance 
which is incorruptible and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, 


reſerved in Heaven for us. Con- 


 fidering what a fad thing it 
would be, firſt to walk all 
our Lives in a vain Shadow, 
and then to lie down in Sor- 
row, to have Vanity for our 
Portion here, and eternal Mi- 
ſery hereafter. The former 


We 


- 
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« — a ——— — — — — — ͤ — 


— — s Seer ee — 


. TheSucceſtoeF anity c. 


we eannot avoid, but we may | 
the latter; and that we may 
all have the Wiſdom todo fo, 
' God of his infinite Mercy 
grant through Jefus Chriſt, - |" 
to whom, with. the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, be all 
_ Glory and Thankſgiving for 
ever. Amen, 


FiWwik: | 
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